
NOTES-AFRICA

Guides des Montagnes Corses Vol I Le Massif du Cinto; vol 2 Centrale et Mhidionale.
Michel Fabrikant (Club Alpin Fran~ais, vol 1-1975, pp 271, vol 11-1976, pp 319, photo
graphs, maps, diagrams, npq, in French) These 2 guides cover between them everything that a
visiting mountaineer will wish to know about the mountains of Corsica. Vol I is the third
edition of the Cinto guide, being virtually a reprint of the 1964 edition with an addendum
bringing information up-to-date on refuges in the area and major climbs that have been done
since 1965. Vol 2 is the first edition to the other areas and covers, as the author says, all that
can reasonably be covered in a volume that size for such a large area. The comprehensive map
in the back of each volume shows the complexity and interest of the areas under considera
tion, and it is surprising that, although frequently written about in pre-war journals of various
clubs, little has been heard of British exploits there in recent years.

Crags of the Swiss Berne Alps Suke Okazawa (SAC Sektion Bern, 1976, pp 250, photos,
diagrams and maps, npq, in Japanese) This guide to the 'Bernese Alps' is a sum~arized
translation from the German using many of the diagrams from SAC guide-books. It is the first
guide-book based on the 'English model' to be published inJapan.

AFRICA
La Montagne et AlpinisTne 107 18 contains an account of a traverse of the Atlas Mountains by
Michael Peyron, made in the Spring of 1976. The route described starts in the region of
Midelt in the E, and finishes in the forests N of Taroudannt in the W; it passes through the
M'Goun and Toubkal massifs of the High Atlas. The route is between 500 and 600km long.
Some practical details concerning maps, equipment, climate and places to stay are given and
there is a bibliography. Hamish Brown gives a useful fact summary on the High Atlas in
Climber and Rambler April 1977, p 38. Les Alpes (Review, Autumn 1977, p 122) contains a short
article on the Hoggar by H. Faessler, with some good colour photographs, the outcome of a
trip made in November 1975. Paul Luckock also writes about an expedition to the Hoggar on
p 43.

Mr P. H. Hicks writes concerning our report published in AJ 81 236 where we stated that
Cheeseman and Snyder had.made the second 'grand traverse' of Mount Kenya. He points out
that he and Firmin made the first ascent of the N face and traversed over Batian and Nelion to
descend the SE face in 1944; he thinks that this was probably the second traverse of the
mountain. Later, Firmiri and Howard made several traverses by the various new routes that
they climbed and he feels that there must have been a number of other similar traverses over
the years. He wonders what the precise definition of 'grand traverse' is, and conjectures that
possibly the Shipton/Tilman route of 1930 is meant. Rene Bere, Ashley Greenwood and Hicks
attempted this route in 1946, but were forced to abandon it; however, he feels certain that
even this route, if it is the 'grand traverse', must have been repeated, probably by Firmin and
Howard. We would welcome any further views on this point.

Heavy rains have hindered recent climbing on Mount Kenya. lan Howell and lain Allan
found a hard route on the unclimbed SW face of Point John (4883m). This sheer 370m wall
overlooks the Teleki Valley and local climbers have had their eyes on it for some while. Much
of the initial overhanging section was sustained A3-unfortunately, heavy rain denied them a
chance of a summit push when this was a definite possibility.

This pair have also been active along with others in the Hell's Gate Gorge, where they have
achieved a number of new routes; thus on the Main Wall they climbed Merlin (HVS, A2), First
Aid (HVS, AI) and Poseidon (150m, VS/HVS with one Al aid pitch).

On p 120, Michael Scott gives a review of the history of climbing on Table Mountain in
South Africa.

ASIA
HINDU KUSH
Noshaq (7492m) Some fine alpine style ascents were made on Noshaq and on some
neighbouring mountains by a Polish expedition in the summer of 1976. Christoph Zeruk
made an II-hour solo climb ofNoshaq in a single push from Base Camp, bivouacking on the
descent.

A 14-member Yugoslav expedition put all members on the summit in August 1977.
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